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     Agriculture 
+ Social Media 
= Influence

Why should agriculture care about social media tools such as Facebook, Twitter and YouTube?  It’s really quite simple.  Because the rest of the universe does and there certainly is a face being put on the agrifood business.  If you’re not at the table, you can’t be a part of constructing that face – nor can you counter the misinformation campaigns.  

Anti-ag activist groups are becoming increasingly active on social networks and understand the power of messaging, according to my Cause Matters Corp. research.

· HSUS: Nearly 20,000 followers on Twitter & growing with celebrity connection –  36x increase since January 2009

· PETA: 310,000 Facebook fans  (quadrupled in 9 months) and 46,000 Twitter followers

· Greenpeace: 23,000 followers on Twitter & 307,000 FB fans (tripled in 9 months)

· Farm Sanctuary: 15,000 Facebook fans (tripled in 9 months) & 4,400 Twitter followers

Roughly 1.9 million tweets are sent daily. There are more than 315 million people on Facebook; it now exceeds the American population. Do the math about how many opportunities you have to connect agriculture if 98.5% of those people aren’t actively engaged in farming. Food is an extremely hot issue – and it’s time for agriculture to leverage that through social media leadership to influence public opinion, rather than react to rhetoric.  How are you willing to do that?
MPK’s Suggested Reading List
Harvesting the Benefits of Facebook & Twitter
http://causematters.wordpress.com
5 Social Media Lessons Learned from Whole Foods

http://mashable.com/2009/08/25/whole-foods 
Twitter’s Business Value to Agriculture

http://causematters.wordpress.com/2009/06/10/twitters-business-value-to-agriculture
Yes, CEOs Should Facebook & Tweet from Forbes http://www.forbes.com/2009/03/11/social-networking-

 HYPERLINK "http://www.forbes.com/2009/03/11/social-networking-executives-leadership-managing-facebook.html" \t "_parent" executives-leadership-managing-facebook.html 

Directory of Farmers & Agricultural Tweeps 
http://twitter.com/followfarmer 

21 Top Twitter Tricks for Business from Forbes 
http://www.forbes.com/2009/07/31/top-twitter-tips-entrepreneurs-technology-twitter.html 
Twitter Empowers Farmer

http://causematters.wordpress.com/2009/11/13/twitter-empowers-farmer/
Debunking Six Social Media Myths from Businessweek


http://www.businessweek.com/technology/content/feb2009/tc20090218_335887.htm 

Discover Your Social Web (OFBF Guide to Getting Started)
http://ofbf.org/uploads/social-media-guide.pdf 

